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On A Journey 
  Three times the Gospels describe Joseph as a man on a 
journey. First he sets out for Bethlehem with Mary, for a 
mandated census, then with a newborn baby they flee for 
Egypt.  Later in calmer political times he takes his family to 
Jerusalem to celebrate the feast of Passover.  They are 
heading from place to place, often going great distances to 
fulfill the will of God. King Herod, terrified by reports of a 
newborn king living in Bethlehem, has ordered the death 
of all the boys in and around that city.  The families awoke 
to hoof beats outside their doors and the metallic sound 
of swords being drawn from their sheaths. The terrified 
cries of mothers and children followed. This ancient form 
of state-sponsored terrorism was what compelled Joseph 
to escape with his family from Judea to Egypt, a 200 mile 
journey across a desolate desert.  How many people today 
are compelled to leave their homes and comforts to make 
a similar journey? There are Central American migrants 
leaving behind spouses and children to find opportunities 
in the north. Syrian and Lebanese families are taking 
dangerous voyages to Europe, only to be confined in 
crowded camps; persecuted families in Eritrea and Horn of 
Africa fleeing to neighboring Ethiopia to find nothing but 
drought.  These are literally millions of “Josephs” in our 
time.  As for each of us on our own journey, Joseph stands 
as an example of resolute trust.  He conveys the same 
message carried to him by an angel “Do Not be Afraid.”     
Without saying a word, Joseph offers steadfastness, surety 
and hope.   Having made such a perilous journey, Joseph 
shows us that God will walk with each of us too, wherever 
our journey takes us.  I hope and pray any journey you 
make will be one with peace and trust. I hope you have a 
Blessed New Year.  

Sr Georgine Larson osf, spiritual assistant 

MARY, MOTHER OF GOD 
  At the start of the New Year, Pope Francis said that celebrating Mary, the 
Mother of God, highlights a beautiful aspect of our faith: that Mary is our 
mother too, and that by her example we can learn to practice virtue and 
self-sacrifice in our own lives.  “By her motherhood, Mary shows us that 
humility and tenderness are not virtues of the weak but of the strong,” 
Francis said Jan. 1. 
  “To celebrate Mary as Mother of God and our mother at the beginning of 
the New Year means recalling a certainty that will accompany our days: we 
are a people with a Mother; we are not orphans.” 
  Pope Francis celebrated Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica for the Solemnity of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God Jan. 1, reflecting on the line in 
Luke’s Gospel that says “Mary treasured all these things and pondered 
them in her heart.”   Despite everything that was happening in the days 
surrounding the birth of Jesus and after, Mary did not try to “understand” or 
to “master the situation,” the Pope pointed out, but instead, she treasured 
what happened, protecting and guarding “in her heart, the passage of 
God.” 
  Deep within, she had learned to listen to the heartbeat of her Son, and 
that in turn taught her, throughout her life, to discover God’s heartbeat in 
history,” he continued. 
  Mary does not say much in the Gospels, and she does not make any big 
speeches or perform amazing deeds, but what she does have, Pope 
Francis said, is “an attentive gaze capable of guarding the life and mission 
of her Son, and for this reason, of everything that he loves.” 
  “Where there is a mother, there is tenderness,” he said: the many shrines, 
images and chapels around the world dedicated to Mary remind us of this. 
And celebrating the Holy Mother of God reminds us that we are not 
orphans, that we all have a mother. 
  “To begin the year by recalling God’s goodness in the maternal face of 
Mary, in the maternal face of the Church, in the faces of our own mothers, 
protects us from the corrosive disease of being ‘spiritual orphans,’” he said. 
We experience this sense of being spiritually orphaned when we feel 
motherless and without the tenderness of God, the Pope noted, or when 
we feel like we don’t belong to God’s family. When this sense grows, it 
makes us more narcissistic and concerned with our own interests. 
  “It grows,” he said, “when we forget that life is a gift we have received – 
and owe to others – a gift we are called to share in this common home.” 
  But Mary, by comparison, “gave us a mother’s warmth,” he said. “warmth 
that shelters us amid troubles, the maternal warmth that keeps anything or 
anyone from extinguishing in the heart of the Church the revolution of 
tenderness inaugurated by her Son.” 
  In our society, mothers are “the strongest antidote to our individualistic 
and egotistic tendencies, to our lack of openness and our indifference,” 
Pope Francis said. Mothers are capable of testifying to tenderness and 
self-sacrifice and hope in our society. 
  “Celebrating the feast of the Holy Mother of God makes us smile once 
more as we realize that we are a people, that we belong, that only within a 
community, within a family, can we as persons find the ‘climate,’ the 
‘warmth’ that enables us to grow in humanity, and not merely as objects 
meant to ‘consume and be consumed,’” the Pope said. 
  “To celebrate the feast of the Holy Mother of God reminds us that we are 
not interchangeable items of merchandise or information processors. We 
are children, we are family, we are God’s People.”            EWTN NEWS  

Patty Commerford ofs, minister 

Epiphany House Blessing 
On the Feast of the Epiphany, the family gathers to ask God’s blessing 
on their home and on those who live in or visit the home. It is an 
invitation for Jesus to be a daily guest in our home, our comings and 
goings, our conversations, our work and play, our joys and sorrows. A 
traditional way of doing this is to use chalk to write above the home’s 
entrance. It can also be written somewhere inside the home.  

20+C+M+B+17 

The letters C, M, B have two meanings:  
• They are the initials of the traditional names of the three magi: 
Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar. 
The “+” signs represent the cross and 2017 is the year. 

continued------------ 

• They also abbreviate the Latin words Christus mansionem benedicat, 
“May Christ bless the house.”  
Here’s a suggested format for the blessing:  
All make the Sign of the Cross. 
Leader: “Peace be to this house and to all who dwell here, in the name 
of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
  continued----------------- 
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 Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting 
December 13, 2016 

     Gathering at St. Otto's Hearthside, 5:30 PM - Pot luck  
  Members present:  Patty Commerford, Janet Berendt, 
David Czech, Karen Gross, Elvira Stumpf, Kathy Hoffman 
Tax, Charlotte Van Risseghem, Rita Vosen, Sister Georgine 
Larson and Sister Maurita Bernet. 
  Members excused: Pam Geyer, Leona Mattock, Collette 
Peterson, Jan Rybaski, Kay Voegtle and Sue Zenzen. 
  Minister Patty Commerford opened the meeting with 
prayer from The Ritual.  Karen Gross led the Liturgy of the 
Hours.  We shared a pot luck supper.  Members chose a 
prayer partner and a virtue to pray for that person.  We 
divided bagged cookies to be delivered to Camillus Place, 
Nouis Place and EEI plus inactive shut-in members. 
  The gathering was closed with prayers from The Ritual led 
by Patty. 

Janet Berendt, ofs, secretary 
 

Calendar of Events 
January 2017 
1

st
-Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 

HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION 
2

nd
-Sts Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen 

3
rd

-The Most Holy Name of Jesus 
4

th
-St Elizabeth Ann Seton 

5
th

-St John Neumann 
6

th
-St Andre Bessette 

8
th

-Epiphany 
9

th
-Baptism of Jesus 

10
th

-GATHERING AT ST OTTO’S 6PM 
Prayer leader- 
Prayer- 
18

th
-birthday-Elvira Stumpf 

22
nd

-Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn 
Children 
25

th
-The Conversion of St Paul the Apostle 

26
th

-Sts Timothy & Titus 
27

th
-St Angela Merici 

28th-St Thomas Aquinas 
31

st
-St John Bosco 

February 2017 
2

nd
-The Presentation of the Lord 

3
rd

-St Blaise 
8

th
-St Josephine Bakhita 

11
th

-Our Lady of Lourdes 
14

th
-GATHERING AT ST OTTO’S 6PM 

Prayer leader- 
Prayer- 
St Valentine 
18

th
-birthday-Elvira Stumpf 

22
nd

-The Chair of St Peter the Apostle 
23

rd
-St Polycarp 

 

New Year's Prayer for Church and State 
    Almighty and eternal God, You have, through Jesus Christ, 
revealed Your glory to all nations. We pray You to preserve the 
works of Your mercy, that Your Church, being spread through the 
whole world, may continue with unchanging faith in the confession 
of Your name. 
    We pray You, who alone are good and holy, to endow with 
heavenly knowledge, sincere zeal, and sanctity of life our Chief 
Bishop, Pope John Paul II, the vicar of our Lord Jesus Christ, in 
the government of His Church; our own Archbishop and Bishop; all 
other bishops, prelates, and pastors of the Church; and especially 
those who are appointed to exercise among us the functions of the 
holy ministry and conduct Your people into the ways of salvation. 
    We pray You, O God of might, wisdom, and justice, through 
whom authority is rightly administered, laws are enacted, and 
judgment decreed, to assist with Your holy spirit of counsel and 
fortitude the President of the United States, that his administration 
may be conducted in righteousness, and be eminently useful to 
Your people over whom he presides; by encouraging due respect 
for virtue and religion, by a faithful execution of the laws in justice 
and mercy, and by restraining vice and immorality. Counsel and 
sound judgment are mine; I have understanding and power. By me 
kings reign and rulers make laws that are just; by me princes 
govern, and all nobles who rule on earth. (PROVERBS 8:14-16)         
     Let the light of Your divine wisdom direct the deliberations of 
Congress, and shine forth in all the proceedings and laws framed 
for our rule and government, so that they may tend to the 
preservation of peace, the promotion of national happiness, the 
increase of industry, sobriety, and useful knowledge, and may 
perpetuate to us the blessing of equal liberty. 
    We pray for his Excellency, the Governor Of this state, for the 
members of the Assembly, for all judges, magistrates, and other 
officers who are appointed to guard our political welfare, that they 
may be enabled, by Your powerful protection, to discharge the 
duties of their respective stations with honesty and ability. 
    We recommend likewise to Your unbounded mercy all our 
brethren and fellow citizens throughout the United States, that they 
may be blessed in the knowledge and sanctified in the observance 
of Your most holy law; that they may be preserved in union, and in 
that peace which the world cannot give; and after enjoying the 
blessings of this life, be admitted to those which are eternal.     
Amen. 

By Archbishop Carroll. 
 

continued------Epiphany House Blessing 
Reader: When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days 
of King Herod, behold, magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, 
saying, “Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star 
at its rising and have come to do him homage.” After their 
audience with the king they set out. And behold, the star that they 
had seen at its rising preceded them, until it came and stopped 
over the place where the child was. They were overjoyed at seeing 
the star, and on entering the house they saw the child with Mary 
his mother. They prostrated themselves and did him homage. 
Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not 
to return to Herod, they departed for their country by another 

way. The word of the Lord. 
ALL: Thanks be to God. 

Using chalk, write on the outside of your house or inside above the 
front main entrance, above or next to an entrance: 
+20 Christus Mansionem Benedicat 17+ or +20 C M B 17+  
These words mean. “May Christ bless this house” or you may use 
the names of the Magi 

+20 Caspar Melchior Balthazar 17+ 
All: Lord God of heaven and earth, you revealed your only 
begotten Son to every nation by the guidance of a star. Bless 
this house and all who live here and all who visit. May we be 
blessed with health, kindness of heart, gentleness and the 
keeping of your law. Fill us with the light of Christ, that our 
love for each other may go out to all. We ask this through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 


